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Culture and Population Selena Garefino, Professor
Anthropology 333 Office: SS 217
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Phone: 503-484-6555
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I. Culture and Population
This course explores the links between population patterns and culture. To begin we will cover the basic demographic 
facts, terms and concepts that students o f population patterns need to understand in order to decipher the demographic 
data we get from different societies. How many people are there on this planet? How many people will there be on earth 
when students in this class retire? What is a population growth rate? What is a fertility rate? What is natural increase and 
why is it not a factor in the demographic patterns in some societies?
We will also explore the many complex and fascinating determinants o f population patterns across cultures. As a medical 
anthropologist my research focuses mainly on the global disease burden, maternal child health and fertility patterns, and 
the course explores variation in fertility in depth. Why do some cultures have high fertility rates and others have low 
ones? What effect does early, universal marriage have on population patterns and in what cultures does this pattern still 
prevail? Why is HIV spreading so quickly in some places and what effect will this have on population patterns? Can our 
planet continue to support our massive and growing population? We will all discuss epidemiological forces such as the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic and special populations including refugees and internally displaced people.
Students in this class will leam how to answer these and many other important questions about population and culture, 
and will finish the semester with lots o f analytical and simple quantitative skills that will help them decipher population 
statistics for themselves.
II. Learning Outcomes
In this course, you will acquire:
• A basic understanding o f demography and the major foci o f demographic studies, placed in a cross-cultural 
context
• A basic understanding o f the derivation and interpretation o f core measures in the study o f population trends (e.g., 
various fertility and mortality rates)
• An understanding o f how demographic anthropology fits in the larger field o f anthropology and how it 
supplements other social sciences concerned with population studies
• A knowledge o f a variety o f studies of population patterns seen in many different types o f societies, both 
historical and contemporary
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III. Course Materials
• Greenhalgh, S. 1995 Situating Fertility. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (these chapters are also on 
Moodle).
• McFalls, J. 1998 Population: A Lively Introduction. Washington, D.C.: Population Reference Bureau (this is also 
on Moodle)
• Krause, E., 2005 A Crisis o f Births: Population Politics and Family-Making in Italy. Belmont: Wadsworth Press.
• Readings posted on Moodle/Mansfield Library
• Films (see titles in schedule)
IV. Grading
• Class participation (and thus attendance) is mandatory. I expect you to have read the assigned readings prior to 
the class for which they are assigned, and to be prepared to discuss them with your peers. Making a few notes to 
yourself before class about points you find interesting in the readings will help tremendously. Several times 
during the semester, your participation and preparation for class will be evaluated with discussions, debates, 
quizzes, problem solving activities, or short writing assignments about the films. Keep in mind that if  you miss a 
class, you may not make up missed class work or attendance, which ultimately lowers your grade.
• There will be three non-cumulative midterm exams and a cumulative final exam
• Your final grade will be calculated on the basis o f attendance, class participation in discussions, and your grades
on three of the four exams. If you are satisfied with your grades on the three midterms, you can skip the final 
exam.
• Distribution o f course grade:
Three exams 90%
Attendance, participation, in-class assignments, writing assignments and quizzes 10%
Total 100%
• Additional information:
o Please feel free to come to my office hours, or to catch me before or after class with questions. You can 
also schedule an appointment to meet outside o f office hours, 
o Make up exams -  only with a documented health issue or with prior permission. If you cannot come to
an exam, you must tell me before on or on the day o f the exam that you will be absent. Make ups will be 
scheduled at the professor's convenience within one week o f the scheduled exam, 
o Reserve readings are available online through the class' Moodle site,
o If you're taking this class pass/no pass, a pass > 69%.
o You are responsible for being familiar with and following the Student Honor Code at the University of
Montana
• The University o f  M ontana  assu res  equal a c c e s s  to  instruction th ro u g h  co llaboration  b e tw e e n  
s tu d en ts  with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for S tudents. If y o u  think y o u  m ay  
have a disability adverse ly  affecting  you r a ca d em ic  p erform ance , and y o u  have n ot  already  
reg istered  with Disability Services, p le a se  co n ta c t  Disability Services in L om m ason  C enter 154  
or 4 0 6 .2 4 3 .2 2 4 3 .  I will w ork with y o u  and Disability Services to  provide an appropriate  
m odification .
• All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty 
by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar 
with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at 
http://life.umt.edu/vpsa/student_conduct.php.
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IV. Schedule:
Date Topic Course Material Notes
August 26th Background and intro o f class McFalls pgs 3-4
August 28th Why study population?
Basic issues in the study o f  
population
Paul Ehrlich and the 
Population Bomb (film)
Sept. 2nd World population growth:
What is happening, why variation 
exists, and what form  it takes
McFalls pg 25-29, note 
Figure 10
Sept. 4th What are the sources of 
demographic data? Basic concepts: 
Period vs cohort rates, Lexis 
diagrams, eO, graphical presentation 
of demographic data, the Balancing 
Equation, doubling time, natural 
increase etc.
Moodle:
Weeks Chpt. 2 
Geoff Childs: Own 
Child M ethod Paper 
Axinn and Fricke: 
Microdemographic 
Survey Data 
Mcfalls 4-8 
Wachter 5-7, 20-26
Week Of: Topic Course Material Notes
Sept. 9th Intro to Fertility Film “It’s a Girl”
Sept. 11th Fertility: How and why does it vary? Moodle: Weeks Chpt. 6 
Greenhalgh Ch. 1
Sept. 16th Recent fertility patterns: Krause Chpts 1-4
Broad overview o f  varying fertility Population Transition in
regimes Italy (film)
Demographic anthropology o f a low 
Sept. 18th fertility population: Italy________________Krause Chpts. 5-8
Sept. 23rd Demographic Anthropology of High 
Fertility Populations: Patterns across
Greenhalgh Chpt. 3 
Moodle: Daniel Jordan
cultures in the developing world Smith Paper Nigeria Exam  on
Sept. 25th Exam 1 Thursday
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September
30th
October 2nd
Moodle: Morgan et. al 
Gender Inequality and 
Fertility in Nepal
Larsen et. al: W omen’s 
Empowerment and 
Fertility Decline Tanzania
Demographic anthropology o f high Greenhalgh Chpt 6
fertility: Moodle: Bledsoe:
Variations on the nuclear fam ily model Transformations Africa
Power and fertility: “Empowering” Greenhalgh Chpt. 7
women-what does this really mean?
October 7th Family systems and fertility: Maasai Women (film)
Polygynous pastoralists, Polyandry 
Nepal
October 9th Fam ily System s and Fertility: M oodle: C ronk 1989
P olygynous pastoralists, Polyandry, Goldstein: Fraternal
P o lyand ry ...
Childs: O ld-Age 
Security, Religious 
C elibacy ....
October 14* Family systems and fertility:
A society without marriage
October 16‘ Mortality and Migration:
Cultural determinants and the diseases 
o f development: Epidemiological 
Transition: Current Issues: Ebola 
Outbreak
A World Without 
Fathers or Husbands 
(film)
McFalls 9-12 (mortality 
section)
October Tuesday Exam 2 
21st
October Demographic Anthropology of Conflict: Moodle: Bulgar Wives
23rd Refugees and Internally Displaced Paper
Peoples Randall, 2004
Exam  on 
Tuesday
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Week Of: Topic Course Material Notes
October
28th
Population and HIV/AIDS: Impacts and 
Forecasts Africa
October
30th
Population policies: What are they and 
what do they accomplish
Moodle: Weeks Ch. 14
November
4th
Election Day NO CLASS
November
6th
National Level Policies: China in Recent 
Years
Moodle: Chinese 
government white paper 
on family planning, 1996
Fong Article: China’s 
One-Child Policy and 
Urban Daughters
Attane Article: China’s 
Family Planning Policy
November
11th
NO CLASS VETERAN’S DAY No Class
November
13th
Population Projections: Where are we 
headed?
China’s Only Child (Film) 
Moodle: Greenhalgh 
2003a, 2003b
November
18th
Class Exercise: Debate on Population 
Control
Population 6 Billion 
(Film)
November
20th
Population and the Environment:
Impacts o f  Human Populations
Moodle: Weeks Chapter 
13
November Population and the environment
25th
Population and the 
Environment (film)
November THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY NO 
27th CLASS
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December
2nd
Tuesday: Third exam
December Course wrap up, review exams, course
4th evaluations: Come with questions
Exam on Tuesday
December Finals 
12th
Final Exam Period: 
Friday December 12th, 
10: 10- 12:10
